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blood-guilt; a stone here, bound with fillets, was revered as die
Omphalos, or navel of the world. Similarly at Canopus in Egypt, the
pillar of the universe, Khons, is represented as a boy with a lunar orb,
and was worshipped as the child of the sun-god Ammon-Ra.
For the Brahmins, or priestly caste of Hindus in India, the centre
of the world lies immediately beneath the dome of the great temple of
Varuna in Benares. This spot is conceived as a pyramid, brought here
by Brahma himself, who is held to have instructed the priests to take
it down in accordance with certain sacred rules. As soon as the process
has been completed the end of the world will corne.
This pyramid, however, is no ordinary one. No larger than a
thimble, it is made up of sixty-four little disks of gold, each smaller than
the last. There are three little posts, around one of which lies the
pyramid. The demolition must be performed by removing only one
disk at a time and by placing it either on an unoccupied post or on a
larger disk.
IN  THE   TEMPLE   OF   HEAVEN
For the Chinese the centre of their world is the midmost stone of a
huge circular mosaic in the Temple of Heaven in Peiping (Peking),
on which the emperor used to kneel in prayer for his people. The
inhabitants of the former empire of Burma look on the tower of the
imperial palace at Mandalay (256 feet high) as the axis of the world.
The Mecca of the Japanese is the sacred shrine at Ise which contains
their holiest relic, a mirror which the goddess of the sun presented with
her own hands to the first Mikado. The Tibetans consider the centre
of the world to be the Golden Temple at Lhasa.
The centre of the Roman Empire was the Umbilicus, a round stone
in the Roman Forum, while for the Eastern Empire, which lasted until
1,000 years later, it was a spot called "Million,'* under which the
palladium was deposited by Constantine the Great. This palladium, a
statue of Pallas Athene, the Greek goddess of wisdom, had been
presented as a wedding gift to King Dardanus of Troy for the welfare
of his kingdom, and on the downfall of the city at the end of the famous
siege it was taken to Italy by the fugitive Aeneas. His progeny founded
Rome and brought the palladium there, where it was guarded by the
Vestal Virgins until it was secretly taken to Byzantium by Constantine
^the Great.
For the Roman Catholic world the tomb of the Apostles in St
Peter's, Rome, is, a focal point of devotion.
ARK  OF* THE   COVENANT  OF   THE   JEWISH   PEOPLE
The holiest object in the early history of the Jews was the Ark of
tBe Covenant. Directions were given to Moses, according to the Book
<rf Esodw% exactly how it was to be made. It was a chest of shittim or
asada wood, gold-covered, having within it the tables inscribed with
the Law given tc* Moses, The Ark wasr duly five feet three inches long,